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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Changnoux 
[US 6,176,612]. 

Regarding claims 1 and 10, Changnoux discloses a portable, wrist-worn, 
personal electronic device [a watch] comprising: 

a case [not explicitly numbered] including a component space [space in middle part 2 
for holding watch internal components], the case comprising a front side and, on the 
opposite side of the case, a reverse side [the sides are not explicitly numbered], a 
wristband structure [wristlet 1] for wrist attachment of the case, there being two 
attachment points between the case and the wristband structure on different edges of 
the case [figures 4-6], the wristband structure comprising a front side and, on the 
opposite side of the wristband structure, a reverse side [the sides are not explicitly 
numbered], at least one of the front side and the reverse side of the wristband structure 
being in contact with a user's wrist when the device is worn; and an attachment 
arrangement at both attachment points for attaching the case and the wristband 
structure to one another, each attachment arrangement comprising a positioning 
structure [4a and 4d] for mutual positioning of the case and the wristband structure and 
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a locking arrangement [see figures 4-6] for interlocking the case and the wristband 
structure, wherein for enabling attachment of the wristband to the case from the front 
side of the case with the reverse side of the wristband structure ahead, each attachment 
arrangement has a positioning structure that comprises positioning means [2b and 2c] 
locating in the case wall and extending in the direction between the front side and the 
reverse side of the case, and as counterparts of the positioning means belonging to the 
case the positioning structure comprises positioning counterparts [4b and 4c] on the 
reverse side of the wristband structure, the direction of which positioning counterparts 
corresponds to that of the positioning means belonging to the case structure, and that in 
each attachment arrangement the locking structure comprises, on the reverse side of 
the wristband, a locking projection structure [4a and 4d] that is an integral pad of the 
wristband, and as a counterpart of said locking projection structure the case comprises 
a locking counterpart [2a and 2d] to prevent the wristband from becoming apart from the 
case. 

Regarding claim 2, Changnoux discloses wherein the locking projection structure 
[4a and 4d] on the reverse side of the wristband structure extends in the same direction 
as the positioning counterparts [4b and 4c] on the reverse side of the wristband. 

Regarding claim 3, Changnoux dislcoses wherein the locking counterpart 
comprised by the case and serving as a counterpart of the locking projection structure 
comprised by the wristband comprises a locking projection space [grooves in 2a and 2d 
as best illustrated in figures 1 and 3] delimited by the case wall material, to which space 
the locking projection structure extends. 
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Regarding claim 4, Changnoux discloses wherein the locking counterpart [2a and 
2d] comprised by the case comprises a locking means [2e] that is transverse to the 
locking projection space [grooves in 2a and 2d] for locking in place the locking 
projection structure [4a and 4d] fitted into the locking projection space [grooves in 2a 
and 2d] by means of the locking means comprised by the locking projection structure. 

Regarding claim 5, Changnoux discloses wherein the locking projection structure 
[4a and 4d] comprised by the wristband is a strainable stem structure, which, when 
strained, can be fitted into the locking projection space of the locking counterpart 
comprised by the case [figure 6]. 

Regarding claim 6, Changnoux discloses wherein the locking projection space, 
delimited by the case wall and comprised by the locking counterpart of the case, for the 
locking projection structure of the wristband extends in the same direction as the 
positioning means of the case [best illustrated in figures 1, 2 and 6]. 

Regarding claim 7, Changnoux discloses wherein the positioning means [2b and 
2c] belonging to the case structure and extending in the direction between the front and 
the reverse of the case are recess-like spaces delimited by the case wall [figures 1 and 
2]. 

Regarding claim 8, Changnoux discloses wherein the positioning counterparts 
[4b and 4c] comprised by the wristband structure are stud-like pads. 

Regarding claim 9, Changnoux discloses wherein there are at least two pairs of 
positioning means comprised by the case and positioning counterparts of the wristband 
at each mutual attachment point of the wristband structure and the case, and that these 
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pairs of positioning means/positioning counterparts are on different sides of the 
longitudinal median line of the device [figure 1; in the figure only one wristband is shown 
instead of two]. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 06/21/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The applicant has amended claim 1 to highlight "at least one of the front 
side and the reverse side of the wristband structure being in contact with a user's wrist 
when the device is worn", and argues that Chagnoux fails to disclose such limitation. 
The examiner disagrees; as rejected above, Chagnoux discloses such limitations. It is 
understood by the examiner and teaches by Chagnoux that the device of is worn by 
being "strapped" on a user wrist, and by doing this, there must be a certain degree of 
contacting between the band(s) and the user's wrist. Applicant further argues that 
Chagnoux fails to teaches "positioning counterparts". The examiner disagrees; as 
discloses in the above rejections. Chagnoux is used to merely show that structures 
4b&c are countered to those of 2b&c. Applicant has not claimed or examiner considered 
any specific structural requirements or design of the counterparts and/or other claimed 
structures limitations but means to so perform as claimed. 

For the foregoing reasons, claims 1-10 continue to be anticipated by Chagnoux 
and its combinations. Accordingly, the examiner's rejection is upheld. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh S. Phan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2109. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kamand Cuneo can be reached on 571-272-1957. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. /^\ 
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